Anti-streptococcal activity of homologous polymorphonuclear neutrophils from patients with surgically treated oral infections.
The phagocytic bactericidal activity of homologous polymorphonuclear neutrophils (PMN), obtained from patients with severe, moderate and mild oral infections with Streptococci, was investigated. The drop in viable bacterial cell counts in PMNs from 3 patients with a severe infection, after 4 hours of incubation, was much greater than in PMNs from moderate or mild infections. We conclude that the phagocytic bactericidal activity of PMNs is stronger in patients suffering from severe oral infections with Streptococci.